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SERVICE 3 – “You Are Called to Be a Disciple” – Isaiah 6: 1-8; Luke 5: 1-11  

Call to Worship From Psalm 138:3 and Isaiah 6:8  

On the day I called, you answered me, you increased my strength of soul.  

And so when you call, my heart sings, “Here I am, send me.”  

You call us to worship, to prayer, to action  

Here we are. Call us, connect us, send us.  

Call to Confession  

Friends, if we cannot be honest here, within a community of fellow imperfect people, 
before a God who loves us no matter what – then where can we speak truth? Let us 
approach the throne of grace with courage and humility:  

Prayer of Confession:  

Holy voice, how often have we ignored your call to love and service? You turn our 
heads to your Word, our hearts to your presence, and our hands to your work. You call 
out, in silence and in speaking, “follow me.”   

And we stand still. Stuck in our fear, our pride, our own desires.  

Keep calling. Don’t give up on us. Forgive our failings, for our deepest desire is to be 
disciples.  

Time for Silent Confession  

Assurance of Pardon: From Isaiah 43: 2, 4 (offered at the font)  

Beloveds, our Lord says, “When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through 
the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; Because you are precious in my sight, and 
honored, and I love you.”  

Alternate opening: Beloveds, God has called you by name and redeemed you. You are 
known. You are loved. You are called.  

So believe the good news of the gospel: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, Thanks be to 
God.   
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Prayer of Illumination  

Whole and Holy God, connect us to your Word. Open our heads to your holy wisdom, our 
hearts to your deep compassion, and our hands to your living love that in these moments 
we might truly hear and understand your call to be disciples. Amen  

Scripture – Isaiah 6: 1-8  

Time for Young Disciples  

(Head) “Here I am” This means God calls you now, exactly as you are.    

(Heart)   

• Help kids name who they are – a child, a student, a sister  

• Help kids name where they are – (in a church, in Greenville, NC)  

(Hands) Send me! – go out into congregation giving out heart stickers…  

Scripture - Luke 5:1-11  

Sermon  

Head  

• Harper Collins Study Bible –   

o Note for 5: 1-11: “This story echoes earlier scriptural accounts of the calls of Moses 
while tending sheep (Ex. 3), Gideon while beating wheat (Judges 6), and Isaiah in the 
temple (Isaiah 6). These biblical call stories take morals from their usual tasks and 
direct them toward God’s mission to the people.”  

What was their usual task? - Fishing  

Fishing on the Sea of Galilee – First Century  

• Started with a google search  

• “Fishing Economy in the Sea of Galilee”   

o Bible Odyssey  

o Click about us, “outreach of the Society of Biblical Literature.”   

o https://www.bibleodyssey.org/  

o https://davidson.bibleodyssey.org/articles/fishing-economy-in-the-sea-of-galilee/  

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/2025/2/9/#rcl-gospel
https://www.bibleodyssey.org/
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• Fisher-folk were poor and lived on a subsistence level  

• They had to obtain licenses to fish in a certain area  

• They also had to have their own boats and nets,   

• Fish processors and sellers had to pay taxes to sell and transport the fish, which 
they passed on to the catchers of the fish.  

Point   

• This was a hard life.   

• It would be hard to live, and also hard to leave.   

• Jesus knew all this.  

What did they do? – “followed him.”  

• “So Much Bible” – Biblical Word Studies based on the lectionar  

o https://www.somuchbible.com/word-studies/annotated-scripture/luke-5-1-11b/  

o “followed” = akoloutheo. From a (with, fellowship, union) + keleuthos (road, way). 
This is to accompany or follow someone, especially the way a disciple does.  

• Harper Collins Study Bible – Note 5:11 –  On leaving everything.  (see v. 28, 14: 33, 
18; 22-23) “And followed. To follow Jesus is a fundamental metaphor in Luke for 
discipleship (see verses:  

o 27-28 – calling of the tax collector Levi, Jesus says to him, “follow me.” And he got 
up, left everything, and followed him.  

o 9:23 – “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves, and take up 
their cross dai ly and follow me.”  

o Lists 8 other verses with instances of “followed” – One is an instance of “followers” 
of a different rabbi, but the rest are people who either follow Jesus or are called, but 
don’t for various reasons.   

o Except for the last instance – 22:54, After Jesus was arrested, “Then they seized him 
and lead him away, bringing him into the high priest’s house. But Peter was following 
at a distance.”  

What did it mean for these disciples to leave everything and follow him?  

What does it mean for us to follow Jesus?  

https://www.somuchbible.com/word-studies/annotated-scripture/luke-5-1-11b/


Copyright Karen Ware Jackson, 2025. 
 

Heart  

• Jesus spoke to them using language they would understand.   

o First with action – filling their boats,   

o then with words “fishing for people.”  

• Visio Divina – Draft of Fishes, Peter Koenig (permission for non-commercial use)  
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=58852

  

  

o Look at the image and let your eyes rest on the first thing you see. Attend to that part 
of the picture and try to keep your eyes from wandering. Breathe deeply. Focus for 
about a minute.   

o Then let your eyes move to take in the whole picture. Scan each part, but also take in 
the image as a whole. Reflect on the whole image for about a minute.   

o What emotions does this image evoke in you? Does this image lead you into an 
attitude of prayer?    

o If you feel led, write, speak, or offer your prayer silently to God.   

• Option 2 – Blessing the Nets, Jan Richardson   

• If you use the poem – either in print or reading out loud, please include this 
information - "Blessing the Nets" © Jan Richardson from The Painted Prayerbook. 
Used by permission. paintedprayerbook.com  

  

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=58852
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=58852
http://paintedprayerbook.com/


Copyright Karen Ware Jackson, 2025. 
 

Blessing the Nets  

You could cast it  
in your sleep,  
its familiar arc  
embedded in your  
muscle memory  
after months  
years  
a lifetime  
of gathering in  
what you thought  
would sustain you  
forever.  

You would not  
have imagined  
it would be so easy  
to cast aside,  
would never have believed  
the immediacy  
with which your hands  
could release their  
familiar grip,  
could let it go,  
could let it simply continue  
its arcing path  
away from you.  

But when the call came  
you did not hesitate,  
did not pause,  
did not delay  
to follow,  

as if your body  
had suddenly remembered  
the final curve  
of the arc,  
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as if the release  
begun in your hands  
now passed through you  
entirely  
and you let go  
of everything  

to cast yourself  
with abandon  
upon the waiting  
world.  

Hands – This may be used later in the service. I used it as the Prayers.of.the.People  

Explain a Prayer Walk  

While I would love to have you all walking around the sanctuary praying, I thought we might 
do a seated “prayer walk” in our pews.   

This is an “eyes open” prayer.   

I want you to look around your pew, around the sanctuary, at the bulletin, at the people 
surrounding you…  

Wherever your eyes fall, that’s what you might lift up in prayer.  

If this really freaks you out, feel free to turn to the part of the bulletin with our prayer list, 
and allow your eyes to roam there, offering prayers for those on this list.  

We’ll begin with a brief prayer for God to guide us, and then we’ll have a refrain  

I say, “Here I am” and you respond, “send me.”  

After each refrain, allow your eyes to wander again, until they stop on something else, then 
pray…  

Here’s an example, right now, I’m looking at the livestream camera, so I would pray silently,  

“Holy God, reach out to everyone watching this service, connect them to your Word and to 
your power in their lives”.  

Here I am, Send me…  

Then I look, I refocus  
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I see a Bible and say, “Holy wisdom, reveal your Word to us. Give us ears to hear and eyes 
to see your grace.”  

Here I am, Send me…  

Wandering God, guide us on this journey. Attune our breath and our hearts to the rhythms 
of your grace. Point our eyes and focus our thoughts on what you want us to notice.   

And / Or  

Here I am, send me. (take 2 deep breaths between each refrain, or mark time with your 
own prayers…)  

Here I am, send me.   

Here I am, send me.   

Here I am, send me. Call us, send us, and hear us as we pray as you taught us saying… Our 
Father…  

Handouts:  

• Head – Resources  

• Prayer walk  

• Vision Divina Image - Draft of Fishes, Peter Koenig (permission for non-commercial 
use)  

o https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=58852  

o This may be printed in the bulletin, displayed on a screen, or printed on a handout. It 
might also work as a QR code for a digitally adept congregation.  

  

Music Suggestions:  

Congregational Song: 

• 69 – I, the Lord of Sea and Sky 
• 726 – Will You Come and Follow Me (The Summons) 
• 720 – Jesus Calls Us 
• 697 – Take My Life and Let it Be 
• 740 – Lead Me, Guide Me 
• 757 – Today We Are Called to Be Disciples 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=58852
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Anthem suggestions: 

• Prayer to Jehovah – Molly Ijames (SATB, Med, Beckenhorst BP2115) 
• The Servant Song – Joel Raney (SAB, Easy, Hope Publishing C6501) 
• Yours Are the Hands – Mark Burrows (SATB, Med Easy, opt solo, body percussion; 

Morningstar – MSM-50-0167) 
• Lord, Here Am I – John Ness Beck (solo; easy, Beckenhorst VC3) 
• Feed My Lambs – Natalie Sleeth (unison choir; easy, Carl Fischer CM7777) 

to the church like music, dance, art, construction, hospitality and more! 

Handout 1 Head – Resources 

- Study Bible – Harper Collins –  
 
 
 
 
 

- Society for Biblical Literature – Bible Odyssey  
 
 
 
 
 

- Word Study – “So Much Bible”  
 

 

Handout 2 Prayer Walk – “Here I am, send me.” 

- You can do this alone or with a small group.  
- You might walk in your neighborhood, on a college campus, through a downtown, 

around the church, or even in a park or natural area.  
- Wherever you walk, or wherever you feel called to explore, pray there. 

Begin with a brief prayer: 

Wandering God, guide my feet on this journey. Attune my breath and my heart to the 
rhythms of your grace. Point my eyes and focus my thoughts on what you want me to 
notice.  

https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-harpercollins-study-bible-harold-w-attridge?variant=32216080678946
https://www.bibleodyssey.org/
https://www.somuchbible.com/category/lectionary/
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And / Or 

Here I am, send me. Amen. 

Then: 

- Walk 
- Notice 
- Pray  

o If what you see makes you glad or thankful, offer prayers of joy and gratitude 
o If what you see troubles you, offer prayers for help, comfort, care 
o If what you see confuses you, offers prayers for wisdom and guidance 
o If what you see calls you, offers prayers for energy and action 

- If you find yourself thinking of things that have nothing to do with what you are 
seeing or where you are walking, you have two options: 

1) Treat it as a mindfulness exercise. Make note of the thought, then release 
it, imagine it leaving your mind. Offer a simple breath prayer, “Focus my 
heart, focus my eyes: 

2) Consider that these errant thoughts are what God would have you notice 
on this walk. Pray for situations, people, places which occupy your mind. 

 

 


