SERVICE 2 -“You Are Called To...” - Nehemiah 8: 1-3, 5-6, 8-10;
1 Corinthians 12: 12-31a

Call to Worship
We gather here to worship-young and old, tall and small, right and left, up and down

We are musicians and mathemeticians, doctors and dreamers, teachers and truck-
drivers, but we come with one purpose:

Call us to be students and servants of your Word.
That praying, playing, and praising we may become One.
Call to Confession

Friends, if we cannot be honest here, within a community of fellow imperfect people,
before a God who loves us no matter what — then where can we speak truth? Let us
approach the throne of grace with courage and humility:

Prayer of Confession:

Whole and Holy God, you created us in love and call us to love one another, but that’s
not as easy as it sounds. We are so different — each wrapped in our own world of
wonder and want - it can be difficult to understand each other, to speak the same
language, much less to agree. On anything! Teach us to connect to each other. Give us
the patience to listen for the heartbeat beneath the words that pulls us all into the
same rhythm.

Time for Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon: From Isaiah 43: 2, 4 (offered at the font)

Beloveds, our Lord says, “When you pass through the waters, | will be with you; and through
the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; Because you are precious in my sight, and
honored, and | love you.”

Alternate opening: Beloveds, God has called you by name and redeemed you. You are
known. You are loved. You are called.

So believe the good news of the gospel: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, Thanks be to
God.

Copyright Karen Ware Jackson, 2025.



Prayer of Illumination

Whole and Holy God, connect us to your Word. Open our heads to your holy wisdom, our
hearts to your deep compassion, and our hands to your living love that in these moments
we might tuly hear and understand your call to be disciples. Amen

Scripture - Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10

Time for Young Disciples

In our scripture today, we heard about how the Lord’s prophets read the law to the people.
But they didn’t just read it to them, the scripture says, “They gave them the sense, so that
the people understood the reading.” (Nehemiah 8:8) They taught them the word of God, so
that everyone could understand it.

Now, there are all kinds of ways that we can learn:
e Some people understand things best when they’re told how to do it (Word Smart)
o others do better figuring it out themselves.(Logic smart)
e Some people have to actually do the activity (body smart)
e Some people need to see it (pictures smart)
We’re going to learn today using a song and movements.

Do you know this song “Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes?” It’s a song to help us learn
parts of our bodies.

(Sing Head, Shoulders Knees and Toes)

The Apostle Paul said the church was like a body. That different people were good at
seeing, others listening, some doing and some teaching. But it takes all the parts working
together to make one body.

God made us to work as one (work as one) God made us to work as one (work as one).
When we work together we have fun! God made us to work as one (work as one).

Sermon
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Head

Get out your study Bibles to see what they have to say about Epistles

Look at the front of the chapter
Maps

Sidebars and footnotes

Corinth (Map)

o

o

Strategic location on this isthmus connecting Greece to the Peloponnese, giving it
control over trade routes between the Aegean and lonian seas.

Major port city and center of commerce

Paul was there between around 51-52 CE.

Teaching about Epistles

Heart

These were written to specific communities by specific people
This was written by Paul, to Corinth —a church full of people that he knew.

He spent time in Corinth establishing the church, living in homes, working among
them.

We also know he was responding to letters they wrote to him. Almost like you might
write to a former pastor or a trusted church leader who moved away. They would
write to him about their community, what they were experiencing, their joys and
challenges, and would ask for his advice...

If Paul was writing this letter about one body, many members and people struggling
to understand each other, what do you think was happening to the community in
Corinth?

We’re going to explore connecting to the heart of a story through testimony or telling
a personal experience.

It can be a beautiful, powerful thing to tell a personal story from the pulpit, but it’s
not without peril. You can’t just tell any story. Sometimes, a story isn’t yours to share
— it might be about your children, or your spouse or a friend from church. If you’re
going to tell a story that involves another person, you need their permission to share.
(Go through storytelling flow chart— APPENDIX D).
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So, here’s my personal story about how the body of Christ doesn’t always need to
understand each other to love each other, and to work for good. And just so you know, |
have changed the names of people in this story, AND it’s not from my current community,
so you can’t figure out who I’m talking about. That’s how | share this ethically.

At one of my former churches, we created a space right at the front of the sanctuary for
more active learners — mostly children. We had a little table and chairs with markers and
paper. In the corner we created a little reading nook with a carpet, bean bags, story bibles.
Sometimes there was a white board or chalk board where kids could draw together. We had
ribbon wands so they could dance during the music. Every Sunday, | would have a different
activity for the kids to do during the sermon. They would make water colors about the
baptism of Jesus or maybe trace their hands to talk about the body of Christ. One time |
even had them build a church out of lego — which was shockingly LOUD. Why is the perfect
piece always at the bottom of the bin! Honestly, | was trying to preach and all you could
hear was kids digging through plastic bricks.

After the service, they would bring me what they created or proudly corral just about any
adult who would listen and explain all about what they made and why. It was so often
completely on point with the key message of the text. It’s clear they were listening and
learning even as they were playing.

One Sunday, | had an older gentleman, Rich, who was a retired businessman and a
widower. He was a lovely man, but he always sat at the very back of the church, as far away
from the kids as he could. One day, on his way out of church, he told me, “l don’t really get
what you’re doing up there with those kids. And honestly, it’s not really my style. | wouldn’t
choose it if worship was just for me. But | ABSOLUTELY LOVE what it’s doing for our church.
| love seeing the kids here, engaging, learning. | love the life it’s bringing. Keep it up!”

Rich didn’t want to sing Head, Shoulders, Knees, and Toes.

He definitely didn’t want to do the motions.

But he got the point: God made us to work as one. When we work together we have fun!
Hands (This may be used later in the service: Ex: Before the Offering, with the benediction)

We believe that God brought you to this community, to this church at this moment to share
your gifts. A strong church has a variety of gifts in its leaders. One of the points of this
projectis that you don’t have to be a great public speaker, a witty storyteller, or even
Biblical expert to preach. You just need to be willing to answer God’s call to learn, to grow in
your understanding of the scripture, and share your gifts and your journey with others.
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But in order to share your gifts, you first have to know what they are. This week I’'m going to
encourage you to try this online spiritual gifts inventory. I’ll admit, some of the questions
might come from a slightly different tradition or emphasis. In this inventory, there are a fair
number of questions about traditional evangelism, bringing people to Christ, or even
“pushing them to make a decision” for Christ. We tend to view evangelism a little
differently, but no less seriously. You might think about those questions in terms of inviting
people to church or Bible study, or even sharing your own spiritual life story with others.

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/spiritual-gifts-inventory/en

Take some time this week to learn more about your spiritual gifts, and then share them with
our church leadership! When we work together we have fun!

Prayers of the People

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. - 1 Corinthians 12: 27
Empowered by the Spirit, let us pray together saying, “Call us together Lord, Make us One
in Christ.”

Generous God, You poured your gifts upon your people, to create a vibrant and varied
community of faith. We envision lips singing as only lips can sing while hands lift, grasp,
and carry as is their strength. We imagine minds blossoming with wisdom and ears
straining for understanding. We see wild, unkempt hair bouncing in the wind of the Spirit
and hearts beating in time, pumping the life-blood through this fully engaged body of
worship. And it is unspeakably beautiful. And it is terribly hard. Help us to welcome and
engage everyone because we need each other.

Call us together Lord, Make us One in Christ.

We need each other — not just to worship but to survive. As much as we idolize the power of
the individual, we build our society with common work and care for one another. A doctor
needs a farmer to grow food. A farmer needs a politician to legislate good agricultural
policy. A politician needs a teenager to speak truth and make passionate pleas to
remember her true calling—to serve the body.

Call us together Lord, Make us One in Christ.

Give us eyes to see beyond the surface, ears to listen to the softest cries, and hearts open
to allwho suffer in body, mind, or spirit. But let's not stop with seeing, or listening, or even
having compassion. Give us hands to hold, voices to speak out, minds to discern and
dream of a world where all are whole.
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Call us together Lord, Make us One in Christ.

Hear our prayers as one, even as many voices join in the holy words you taught us to
pray...Our Father...

Prayer of Dedication

Generous God, receive the gifts of our pocketbooks but also the gifts of our lives. Transform
us into agents of your grace and love, now and everyday. Amen.

Hand Outs
e Interrogate the Story (APPENDIX D)
e Using Your Spiritual Gifts

Musical Suggestions:

Congregational Song:

e 393 O Day of Rest and Gladness

e 26 Earth and All Stars

e 692 Spirit, Open My Heart

e 300 We Are One in the Spirit

e 717 For the Life That You Have Given

e 700I’'m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me

Anthem Suggestions:

e We Are Called — Becki Slagle Mayo (SATB, two part, unison; med-easy. Chorister’s
Guild CGA 1088

e For AllWho Craft Their Words with Skill - David Bjorlin/Karen Marrolli (SATB w piano,
opt C instrument; med-easy. Morningstar MSM-50-5113

e God Has Work for Us to Do — Mark A Miller (SATB, easy; Chorister’s Guild CGA 1288)

e Take What You Need - Amy McCreath & Ana Hernandez (Unison, easy, available via
Hymn Society)

e Many Gifts, One Spirit — Allen Pote (SATB, SSA, or SAB; easy; Theodore Presser Co.)
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INTERROGATE
THE STORY

D> —> —p

Flow Chart
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Do you have
permission?

/

Is the situation
resolved?

Yes.

L

Yes.
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Is it still causing
you pain?

Because you feel
called, and you
believe it will help

others.

¢

Why do you want
to tell this story?

Because you want
to change
something (others,
the church, a

Just because it's

funny or a good

story and people
will like it.

relationship,
people’s
perceptions about
you...)
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Suggestions for Using Your Spiritual Gifts in Ministry
Use QR at right for the Spiritual Gifts Inventory

Administration — admin ministry, buildings and grounds, clerk, treasurer, office volunteer,
really every ministry and/or group could use someone who is good at administration

Apostleship — mission ministry, communications
Compassion — mission ministry, congregational care, home communion

Discernment - youth ministry, mentoring, adult education, congregational care,
leadership

Evangelism - education, Vacation Bible Experience, mission ministry

Exhortation — worship leadership, preaching, education, children’s ministry, youth
ministry, congregational care

Faith — older adult ministry, congregational care, education, preaching, teaching,
mentoring

Giving — generosity team (stewardship), mission ministry, finance committee, treasurer
Healing — congregational care, small groups, grief ministry

Helping — usher, sanctuary guild, buildings and grounds, address angels, office volunteer,
gardening, vacation bible experience

Interpretation of Tongues or Tongues — prayer ministry, mission ministry
Knowledge - congregational care, education, mentoring

Leadership — ministries like education, membership & missions but really all ministries
and teams can use strong leaders, roles like clerk or treasurer, groups like PW and Men of
the Church and the generosity team (stewardship)

Miracles - congregational care, prayer ministry, generosity team (stewardship)
Prophecy - worship leadership, preaching, education, youth ministry

Servanthood - childcare and children’s ministry, kitchen or hunger work, mission ministry,
usher, greeter, buildings and grounds, gardening, bereavement ministry

Shepherding — congregational care, children’s ministry, youth ministry, older adult ministry,
education
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Teaching — education, Sunday school teacher, youth or children’s volunteer, Bible study
leader, preaching

Wisdom - congregational care, finance team, youth ministry, mentoring

Note - All groups and teams can use people with a different gifts. Our church leadership
needs to have elders serve with a broad range of gifts. Also, there are many practical gifts
that do not appear here but are vital to the church like music, dance, art, construction,
hospitality and more!
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