SERVICE 1-“You Are Called by Name” - Isaiah 43: 1-7; Luke 3: 15-17, 21-22
Call to Worship: From Isaiah 43: 1

Let us come to worship the Lord, who says:

“Do not fear, for | have redeemed you;

| have called you by name, you are mine.

Call to Confession:

Friends, if we cannot be honest here, within a community of fellow imperfect people,
before a God who loves us no matter what — then where can we speak truth? Let us
approach the throne of grace with courage and humility.

Prayer of Confession:

O God our Creator, you know our hands fumble, our hearts stumble, and our heads
mumble more hurtful words than we’d care to admit — about You, about others, and
about ourselves. As we face this beautiful and broken world, sometimes we feel
overwhelmed by fear, jealousy, or even apathy. And yet, you love us anyway. Call us
into a deeper relationship with you and with this world you so love.

Time for Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon: From Isaiah 43: 2, 4 (offered at the font)

Beloveds, our Lord says, “When you pass through the waters, | will be with you; and through
the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; Because you are precious in my sight, and
honored, and | love you.”

Alternate opening: Beloveds, God has called you by name and redeemed you. You are
known. You are loved. You are called.

So believe the good news of the gospel: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, Thanks be to
God.

Prayer of Illumination

Whole and Holy God, connect us to your Word. Open our heads to your holy wisdom, our
hearts to your deep compassion, and our hands to your living love that in these moments
we might truly hear and understand your call to be disciples. Amen

First Scripture Reading: Isaiah 43:1-7
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Time for Young Disciples: mini Head-Heart-Hands

Today we’re working on understanding the Bible with our whole selves, learning about it
with our heads, feeling itin our hearts, and then doing it with our hands. Let’s look at the
Isaiah scripture we read this way.

Head touch your head, encourage kids to follow along— When God spoke to the prophet
Isaiah in this scripture, God’s people were in exile. Their land was conquered and many
people were taken away from their homes. They weren’t able to worship in their temple,
and felt very lost and afraid. They wondered if they would ever be able to go home. They
were afraid that God had forgotten them.

Heart touch your heart— But God promises:

”| have called you by name, you are mine.”

“When you pass through the waters, | will be with you;”

“You are precious in my sight, and | love you.”

Wow! How does that make you feel?

Hands - Remember how God said, “when you pass through the waters, | will be with you.”

There is a time we pass through the water in church — at baptism. Some of you may have
been baptized and others not —that’s okay. There’s a lot of meaning around baptism, but
one that’s very important and it’s for everyone is love. Because we can’t see or touch God,
it can be hard to feel God’s love. We know we’re loved, but we can’t get a hug from Jesus, or
sitin the Holy Spirit’s lap to read a story. That’s where the water comes in. God’s holy love
and grace comes into the water, which we can see and feel. It’s a visible sign of invisible
grace.

So we’re going to use our hands, to feel God’s love, and hear God calling us by name.

Let’s line up at the font, dip in a finger and mark a cross on your hand.
Name, God loves you and calls you to love.

Sermon - Head
Start with teaching about Head,

e Inthis section we’ll be learning about the world behind and within the text. This is
the kind of information which is often included right in your Bible and especially in
your Study Bible. It might be in a footnote, side note, or written at the beginning of
the chapter. | want you to get comfortable reading and exploring your own Bible. |
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o

want to encourage you to bring your Bible — and ideally your Study Bible to worship
on the upcoming dates of this series. (Jan 26 and Feb. 9)

If you like Sunday School or Bible Study - this is for you! And if you’ve ever taught any
sort of Bible lesson -to your womens circle or even to a youth group — | promise you
can do this. | encourage people to bring in their bibles / study bibles to worship on
the upcoming dates.

This is also a good time to explore the history or theology of the chuch as it connects
to this scripture. That’s what we’ll be doing today since this scripture is about
Baptism. If you don’t know much about the theology of Baptism, there are a few
ways you might learn more:

| love a good google search — but be careful to look at trusted sources. Since thisis a
theological question, | recommend your church or denominational websites.

On our church website we say this: “We believe baptism is a sign of God's
unconditional grace and love and an act of the Holy Spirit. As such, we recognize all
tinitarian baptisms from other churches and Christian traditions. In our
congregation, we baptize babies, young children, teens, and adults either at their
profession of faith, or through the faith and promise of their families and
community.” And we have a link to the PCUSA site about baptism.

You can also check the confessions and belief statements of your church or
denomination.

Or even ask a trusted pastor or teacher.

Read Scripture - Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

Move to teaching about this scripture:

There are a lot of ways that we might understand baptism, and our need to be baptized.

Cleansing - One of the most common is a cleansing from sin, right? You’ve heard
that. We’re washing away our sins. Water is used for cleansing now, and certainly in
Jesus's time.

Repentance - In the gospel of Mark (1:4) we hear that John was, “proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” So there’s also this sense of
turning from the ways of sin, changing your life.

But, in this text John baptizes Jesus who is without sin. So the question is:
If baptism is all about sin, why was Jesus baptized?
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e There are afew other key ways we understand baptism

o Baptism is about joining a community and starting something new-In every gospel,
Jesus baptism is the start of his public ministry. Many scholars think that in this
moment, Jesus may have taken over John’s thriving ministry and stepped in not just
as a member but a leader.

o Dying and Rising — When we are baptized, it’s said that we join in Christ’s death and
resurrection. When we go under the water, or pass through the water, it’s like a
death, and then we rise to new life. Interestingly enough, we also connect our
physical death with our baptism. Just like Jesus is enacting his eventual death and
resurrection in baptism, we enact our eventual death and resurrection in baptism.
We say “our baptism is made complete in death.”

o Finally, receiving the Holy Spirit. This is what we talked about with the children: The
water is the physical sign of God’s invisible grace. This is the moment in the text
when the Holy Spirit descends like a dove and a voice from the heavens speaks
these holy words, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you | am well pleased."

e S0, why do you think Jesus was baptized?
Heart

As we move more deeply into the scripture, we’re going to focus on this idea of joining in
Christ’s baptism — not only dying and rising with him — but also receiving the Holy Spirit.
Having God speak these holy words, being called by name and claimed as God’s beloved
child.

I want you to listen to the music. See if there is a particular word or phrase that stands out
to you. You may close your eyes and listen, experience the music.

Or maybe this brings to mind a specific memory — perhaps of your own baptism or your
child’s. Maybe it even calls to mind a specific body of water that is meaningful to you. Trust
that the Spirit is moving you to that memory, that place in your mind and heart.

And for the choir, you’re singing this text and experiencing it in a specific way. You’ve also
spent a lot more time with these words and this music. | encourage you to be fully present
as you sing this morning. Feel the Holy Spirit moving within you. What stands out today?
What moves you in this moment?
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Hands - Service of Remembrance of Baptism

Through baptism we enter into covenant with God who gives us new life, guards us from
evil, and nurtures us in love. In embracing that covenant, we choose whom we will serve,
by turning from evil and turning to Jesus Christ.

As God embraces you within the covenant, | ask you to reject sin, to profess your faith in
Christ Jesus, and to confess the faith of the church, the faith in which we baptize.

Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin and renounce evil
and its power in the world?

ldo.

Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Lord and Savior, trusting in his grace
and love?

ldo.

Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his Word and showing his love, to your life’s
end?

I will, with God’s help.

With the whole church, let us confess our faith, using the Apostle’s Creed.
Do you believe in God the Father? | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of
heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? | believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son,
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Thanksgiving over the water
Dear God -
When the world was beginning, you were there.

You started with water, and then made sky and stars, land and sea, and you made us.
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You are always with us.
When we need an ark to save us from a flood, you are there.
When we need safety from a storm, you are there.

When we baptize babies and kids and grown-ups — The water reminds us of your love and
care. Itreminds us that you are here. You are in our hearts and in our breathing.

You are in our church and in our homes.

You are in our schools and in our streets.

You are in this water, this fresh water, this holy water
Just as You are with us. You are with everyone.
Always.

In the name of the creator who formed us, the spirit who sustains us and the Christ who
redeemed us (and taught us to pray saying... Our Father...) Amen

Instructions

Fill the font (or fonts) with small stones of remembrance. You may use colored stones,
hearts, or even shells. We used shells as an ancient symbol of baptism.

Friends, | invite you to come to the waters of grace, to the font of love. Be called by name,
and receive the Holy Spirit.

Station elders at the aisles to put the sign of the cross on people’s hands.
“Name, God loves you, you are called to love.”

OR
“Beloved, you are called to be love.”
Prayer of Dedication

Generous God, receive the gifts of our pocketbooks but also the gifts of our lives. Transform
us into agents of your grace and love, now and everyday. Amen.

Handouts:
e Head, Heart, Hands note sheet

e Shellsinthe baptismal font
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Music suggestions:
Congregational song:

e 375-Shall We Gather at the River
e 480 -Take Me to the Water
e 482 -Baptized in Water

o 481 -1Believe in God the Father (paraphrase of the Apostle’s Creed in song)
e 490-Wash, O God, Your Sons and Daughters
Suggested Anthems:
e Do Not Be Afraid — Phillip Stopford (SATB, div; advanced) Morningstar MSM-50-9818

e Spirit, Open My Heart — Alfred V. Fedak (SATB; med-easy) Morningstar MSM-50-
5556

e Rivers of Living Water — Karen Marrolli (SATB; med easy) Morningstar MSM-50-8740

e Downin the River to Pray — arr. David Mennicke (SATB a cappella; medium)
Morningstar MSM-50-5902

e 76 -Do Not Be Afraid (Unison; congregation or solo/small ensemble)
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